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pseudo-great to bring down. And the secret of success is to have
recognized the absence of substance in their power. Only along
these lines is the confident judgment of the National Socialists of
the weakness of the British position, and of the inevitable doom
of France as a Great Power, intelligible.
What changes of population there have been, for instance,
since the classic period of French predominance, three hundred
years ago! Then France had as many inhabitants as the whole
of Europe east of the Rhine and west of the frontier of the
Russia of that day. Then the empty spaces were in the East.
During the Napoleonic wars the situation was still favourable
to France. But to-day she has only half as many inhabitants
as Germany.
Undeniably National Socialism has touched the weak spots in
the Western nations with such arguments as these. M. Flandin,
an ex-Prime Minister of France, has recently made use of the
same arguments. Regarded from the point of view of popu-
lation, the great nations of the West have no future. This gives
the nations that are still growing their certainty of victory, and
their tremendous ambitions for the future. It was not so much
any marvellous tactical ability or vast intelligence service that
enabled Hitler to carry out his bold policy of the late summer
of 1938 with success, as the confidence of judgment resulting
from the knowledge of the biological facts.
Scarcely any other opinion is given currency by the National
Socialists with such diligence as their belief in the doom of the
British Empire; they regard its downfall as already an accom-
plished fact. "As an imperial body the British Empire is as
dead as the Roman," said an American journalist, N. Pfeffer,
shortly after the Great War. The Geimans go farther. They
no longer ask with Pfeffer what is the strength of the spiritual
bonds that hold the Empire together; they come straight to
the recognition of the fact of the "Subsidence of the British
main islands after the fashion of Venice," as Haushofer ex-